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Introduction 
 
Briya Public Charter School is committed to providing a safe, supportive learning and working 
environment for our students, families and staff.  
 
The following Health and Safety plan has been designed to help Briya sustain in-person learning 
during the 2022-2023 school year while mitigating the spread of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
causes COVID-19. 
 
Our plan takes into consideration COVID-19 Community Levels in the District of Columbia, while 
providing enough flexibility to allow Briya to adapt to changing local situations, including 
periods of heightened community health impacts resulting from COVID-19. Accordingly, Briya’s 
layering of COVID-19-specific prevention strategies may coincide with COVID-19 Community 
Levels. 
 
The purpose of this plan is to incorporate Briya’s core set of COVID-19 prevention strategies 
into our School Year 2022-2023 standard operating procedures. This plan describes everyday 
preventive actions that Briya will undertake to help keep every member of our school 
community safe. 
 
COVID-19 Community Levels 
 
The CDC classifies COVID-19 Community Levels as low, medium or high to help schools make 
decisions on which COVID-19 prevention strategies to implement. These levels factor in a 
combination of COVID-19 hospitalization rates, healthcare burden and COVID-19 cases. COVID-
19 Community Levels treat schools the same as other settings in their community. Whenever 
the COVID-19 Community Level in the District of Columbia rises to medium or high, Briya may 
modify our layered prevention strategies, as described below, to maintain safe, in-person 
learning and working conditions. 
 
If Briya experiences a COVID-19 outbreak, we will modify our prevention strategies irrespective 
of the COVID-19 Community Level. This includes increasing the frequency of COVID-19 testing, 
regardless of the vaccination status of the population. In such circumstances, Briya will also 
seek guidance and support from DC Health. 
 
When COVID-19 Community Levels are low or decreasing, Briya may consider modifying certain 
layered prevention strategies, followed by close monitoring of the COVID-19 Community Levels 
in the weeks that follow. 

Everyday Prevention Strategies 
 
The following set of prevention strategies will be in place during the 2022-2023 School Year 
regardless of COVID-19 Community Levels: 
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Vaccination 
 
Staying up-to-date on routine vaccinations is essential to prevent illness from infections. 
Vaccines reduce the risk of infection by working with the body’s natural defenses to help safely 
develop immunity to disease. For COVID-19, staying up to date with COVID-19 vaccinations is 
promoted as the leading public health strategy to prevent severe disease.  
 
Not only do vaccinations provide individual-level protection, but high vaccination coverage also 
reduces the burden of COVID-19 on schools and communities.  
 
Briya will promote COVID-19 vaccination in the following ways: 
 

• Partner with Mary’s Center, a local clinic that provides on-site vaccinations. Three of 
Briya’s sites are co-located with Mary’s Center. 

• Provide information about COVID-19 vaccines while considering the needs of persons 
with limited English proficiency who may require language services, as well as persons 
with disabilities who require accessible formats. 

• Promote evidence-based trust and confidence in vaccines. 

• Implement supportive policies and practices that make getting vaccinated easy and 
convenient. 
 

Stay Home When Sick 
 
Staying home when sick can help lower the risk of spreading SARS-CoV-2 to others.  
 
Briya will continue to provide flexible, non-punitive support for students and staff who have 
COVID-19 symptoms and/or test positive for COVID-19.  
 
Briya encourages staff members who are sick to stay home without fear of retaliation, loss of 
employment or other negative impacts.  
 
Briya also provides excused absences for students who are sick and supports students who are 
learning at home when they are sick or in isolation/quarantine.  
 
Indoor Ventilation 
 
Briya will continue to optimize ventilation and improve indoor air quality to reduce the risk of 
germs and contaminants spreading inside our facilities. As necessary, we will promptly and 
properly repair, upgrade and make replacements to our heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) systems.  
 
We will also continue purchasing/using MERV-13 air filters and portable air cleaners.  
 
Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette 
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Briya will teach and reinforce proper handwashing to help lower the risk of spreading SARS-
CoV-2.  
 
We will monitor and reinforce these behaviors, especially during key times in the day (for 
example, before and after eating and after lunch and recess). We will provide adequate hand-
washing supplies, including soap and water.  
 
If handwashing is not an available option, Briya will provide hand sanitizer containing at least 
60% alcohol. Hand sanitizer will be stored out-of-reach for young children. Adults will 
administer hand sanitizer to children ages 5 years and younger. Finally, Briya will reinforce the 
practice of covering coughs and sneezes. 
 
Quarantine and Isolation 
 
Quarantine helps to prevent transmission of SARS-CoV-2 by separating a person from others if 
that person has been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. 
Similarly, isolation is used to prevent transmission of SARS-CoV-2 by separating a person from 
others if that person has tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
Briya’s quarantine and isolations protocols (see Appendix) are determined by a person’s 
vaccination status and history of prior COVID-19 infection. For children who have not received 
the COVID-19 vaccine and/or who cannot wear a mask, or may have difficulty consistently 
wearing a well-fitting mask, Briya requires a 10-day quarantine.  
 
Special Consideration for High-Risk Activities 
 
During periods of high COVD-19 Community Levels, Briya may consider temporarily halting 
high-risk activities to prevent/control a school outbreak. Briya’s Early Childhood program may 
also consider additional layering of prevention strategies during close contact activities such as 
feeding and diapering young children and infants. 
 
 
Special Consideration for Students with Disabilities 
 
Federal and state disability laws require an individualized approach to working with students 
with disabilities consistent with the child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP), Section 504 plan, 
or Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). Briya will provide reasonable accommodations 
and/or modifications to ensure equal access to in-person learning for students with disabilities.  
 
Accordingly, Briya will consider additional prevention strategies to accommodate the health 
and safety of students with disabilities while protecting those students’ civil rights and equal 
access to safe, in-person learning.  
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Cleaning and Disinfection 
 
Briya staff will clean high-touch surfaces throughout the day to mitigate the risk of spreading 
SARS-CoV-2.  
 
If a student tests positive for COVID-19 while on-site: 
 

• That person will be prepared for dismissal immediately. However, if a student is unable 
to leave, a Briya staff member will accompany the student to an isolation room or to a 
safe location outdoors (away from other students). If a student requires urgent medical 
attention, a Briya staff member will accompany that person to Mary’s Center (co-
located at three Briya sites) or call 911. 

• Briya community members who were in the affected classroom when the student tested 
positive for COVID-19 will be tested for COVID-19 immediately. 

• Briya staff will close off, clean, and disinfect the affected classroom and the isolation 
room. During cleaning and disinfection, Briya staff will increase air circulation (e.g., open 
doors, open windows, use fans, or adjust HVAC settings) in the affected area(s). 

• Briya staff will notify affected families. 

• Exceptions will be made to allow students and staff to remain in an affected classroom if 
a COVID-19 case is confirmed but the person who tested positive for COVID-19 is not 
onsite.  

• Note: The above procedures also apply to other school community members who test 
positive while onsite. 

 
Enhanced Prevention Strategies 

 
Masks 
 
Wearing a well-fitting mask consistently and correctly helps to reduce the risk of spreading 
SARS-CoV-2. Although universal indoor mask use is recommended by the CDC at a high level of 
community transmission, Briya will continue to require masks indoors even when the District of 
Columbia Community Level is low, until further notice. 
 
If Briya chooses to lift the mask requirement, individuals who are immunocompromised or at 
risk for severe COVID-19 illness should talk to their healthcare provider about their need to 
wear a mask and take other precautions when the COVID-19 Community Level is medium.  
 
Additionally, individuals with a household member or who are in regular contact with someone 
at risk for severe COVID-19 illness may also choose to wear a mask when the COVID-19 
Community Level is medium.  
 
At a high COVID-19 Community Level, Briya will require universal indoor masking even if our 
daily mask requirement (during low and medium Community Levels) has been lifted. Further, 
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people at risk for severe COVID-19 illness should consider wearing KN95s, which Briya will make 
these available for students and staff. 
 
For students at risk for severe COVID-19 illness, Briya will make appropriate modifications to 
ensure that all students, including those with disabilities, are able to participate in in-person 
learning.  
 
Students with immunocompromising conditions or other conditions/disabilities that increase 
risk for severe COVID-19 illness will not be placed into separate classrooms nor otherwise be 
segregated from their peers. 
 
Since mask use is not recommended for persons younger than 2 years old and may be difficult 
for very young children or for some children with disabilities who cannot safely wear a mask, 
Briya will consider additional layering strategies when the COVID-19 Community Level is 
medium or high. For example, we will continue to promote vaccination among those who are 
eligible since the risk for people who have not been vaccinated is reportedly lower when the 
those around them have been vaccinated.  
 
Testing 
 
Screening Testing 
 
At high COVID-19 Community Levels, Briya will use screening testing for the purpose of 
identifying persons with known or suspected exposures and/or who have COVID-19 but who do 
not have symptoms (i.e., asymptomatic). Briya will also consider using screening testing during 
medium and low COVID-19 Community Level. Doing so will allow us to maintain testing 
procedures to more easily scale up when COVID-19 Community Levels are medium or high.  
 
Briya will also consider implementing screening testing for high-risk activities like returning 
after extended breaks (i.e., spring break, winter break). We will ensure equal access and 
availability of at-home test kits and maintain systems for ensuring timely reporting of results.  
 
Moreover, Briya will communicate to community members the importance of staying at home 
if a test result is positive. Our communication strategies will consider the needs and 
preferences of non-native English speakers, persons who require language services, as well as 
individuals who have disabilities that require accessible formats. 
 
Screening testing will occur in a manner that ensures the ability to maintain confidentiality and 
protect privacy. Consistent with local legal requirements and the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA), Briya will obtain parental consent for minors and consent from adult 
students, prior to testing. 
 
Test to Stay 
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Test to Stay (TTS) programs are an alternative to traditional at-home quarantine for close 
contacts who are not up to date with COVID-19 vaccines. Test to Stay combines contact tracing 
and frequent testing to allow those who have been exposed to attend school in person. The 
CDC continues to recommend TTS as an important strategy schools should consider in order to 
support in-person learning. 
 
Students eligible for and participating in TTS should wear a well-fitting mask, follow testing 
recommendations and monitor for COVID-19 symptoms for 10 days after the date of last close 
contact to reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19. Briya will work with local authorities to 
determine which TTS strategies—if any—would work best in our school setting. 
 
Cohorting, Hybrid Learning, and Outdoor Activities 
 
Cohorting is the practice of keeping people together in small groups and having each group stay 
together throughout the day, while minimizing contact between cohorts. In areas with a high 
COVID-19 Community Levels, this strategy can be used to limit the number of people who 
encounter each other while at school.  
 
Briya will ensure that any use of cohorting for students is designed to support inclusion of 
English language learners, students with disabilities consistent with their Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) or 504 plans, and other underserved students. Cohorting will not result 
in segregation of any students.  
 
During the 2022-2023 school year, adult class will continue in a hybrid format which was a 
preference expressed by adult learners but also serves as an additional COVID-19 prevention 
strategy.  
 
Briya will continue to provide an outdoor learning program for our Prekindergarten students as 
transmission in outdoor spaces have proven to be less than the spread that typically occurs 
indoors. Additionally, during periods of high COVID-19 Community Levels, Briya will discourage 
large gatherings and crowding indoors. 
 

Contact Identification and Communication 
 
Briya’s use of case investigation and contact tracing will focus on individuals who started having 
symptoms or tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 5 days. We will ensure that persons who 
test positive for COVID-19 are provided with information about isolation and treatment.  
 
Additionally, notification of close contacts should focus on those who were exposed in the last 
5 days.  
 
If an outbreak occurs at Briya, we will request the support of DC Health for case investigations 
and contact tracing. 
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Case investigation and contact tracing are also important components of Test to Stay (TTS) 
programs. If Briya implements TTS strategies, we will incorporate contact tracing to allow those 
who have been identified as close contacts— but who would otherwise need to quarantine at 
home— to remain at school for in-person learning. 
 
Briya will send timely notifications to persons who may have had a potential exposure. 
Notifications will be in form of a phone call, text, email, or letter. Briya will communicate with 
families in their preferred languages. 
 
Briya will maintain the privacy and confidentiality of every community member when making 
COVID-related communications. 
 

Reporting 
 
Briya will notify DC Health if we have identified 25 or more confirmed COVID-19 cases tied to a 
single event that occurred at or was hosted by/sponsored at a Briya site. 
 
We will notify DC Health on the same day the outbreak was reported at a Briya site, as soon as 
possible after we have been notified.  
 
Notification will occur by submitting an online form on the DC Health COVID-19 Reporting 
Requirements website. 
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Appendix: COVID-19 Testing, Quarantine, and Return-to-School Protocols 

Up-to-Date on COVID-19 Vaccination  
(including booster, if eligible) 

Not Up-to-Date on COVID-19 Vaccination  
(including booster, if eligible) 

 

● Close Contact/Exposure: Quarantine is not 

required. Self-monitor for symptoms for 10 

days. Those who have not already tested 

positive for COVID during the last 90 days AND 

recovered should get a COVID test 5 days after 

exposure.  

● COVID Symptoms: Stay home and take a 

COVID test. If result is positive, see “Positive 

Test Result” section below. If Rapid Antigen 

result is negative, take a PCR test. If PCR result 

is negative, return to school. 

• If not tested, submit evidence of 

different diagnosis from healthcare 

provider OR wait at least 10 days after 

symptoms started AND at least 24 

hours after fever is gone without 

medication (whichever is later). 

● Positive Test Result:  

• If mild/moderate symptoms: Isolate 

for a minimum of 5 days from date 

symptoms started. Return on day 6 if 

on day 5 test result is negative AND 

symptoms have improved AND no 

fever for at least 24 hours without 

medication. 

• If fever and/or other symptoms 

have not improved by day 5, 

wait for 5 additional days AND 

fever is gone for 24 hours 

without medication OR wait at 

least 10 days from when 

symptoms started. 

• If not tested OR if result on day 5 

 

• Close Contact/Exposure:  

▪ Quarantine for 5 days and take COVID 

test 5 days after exposure. If negative 

result, return without symptoms after 5 

days (on Day 6). If positive, return without 

symptoms after 10 days (on Day 11).  

▪ If not tested: Quarantine for a minimum 

of 10 days. Return on day 11 if no 

symptoms. 

Note: If unable to isolate from someone who has tested 

positive or who has symptoms but hasn’t tested 

positive: 

• Quarantine through the end of the other 

person’s isolation period. Continue to 

quarantine AND take COVID test 5 days 

after the end of the other person’s 

isolation period. If test result is positive, 

see “Positive Test Result” section below. 

If not tested, quarantine for 10 days 

after the end of the other person’s 

isolation period. 

• COVID Symptoms: Stay home and take a COVID 

test. If result is positive, see “Positive Test Result” 

section below. If Rapid Antigen result is negative, 

take a PCR test. If PCR result is negative, return to 

school. 

▪ If not tested, submit evidence of different 

diagnosis from healthcare provider OR 

wait at least 10 days after symptoms 

started AND at least 24 hours after fever 

is gone without medication (whichever is 

later). 

• Positive Test Result:  
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is positive, isolate for a minimum 

of 10 days from when symptoms 

started. Return on day 11. 

• If severe/critical illness OR person is 

immunocompromised: Isolate for a 

minimum of 10 days from date 

symptoms started. Return on day 11 (or 

later). 

• If asymptomatic (no symptoms): 

Isolate for a minimum of 5 days from 

positive test date. Return on day 6 if 

on day 5 test result is negative AND 

still no symptoms. 

• If not tested OR if result on day 

5 is positive, isolate for a 

minimum of 10 days from 

initial positive test.  

• If symptoms develop, see 

“Covid Symptoms” section 

above.  

 

▪ If mild/moderate symptoms: Isolate for 

a minimum of 5 days from date 

symptoms started. Return on day 6 if on 

day 5 test result is negative AND 

symptoms have improved AND no 

fever for at least 24 hours without 

medication. 

▪ If fever and/or other symptoms 

have not improved by day 5, 

wait for 5 additional days AND 

fever is gone for 24 hours  

without medication OR wait at 

least 10 days from when 

symptoms started. 

▪ If not tested OR if result on day 5 

is positive, isolate for a minimum 

of 10 days from when symptoms 

started. Return on day 11. 

▪ If severe/critical illness OR person is 

immunocompromised: Isolate for a 

minimum of 10 days from date symptoms 

started. Return on day 11 (or later). 

▪ If asymptomatic (no symptoms): Isolate 

for a minimum of 5 days from positive 

test date. Return on day 6 if on day 5 

test result is negative AND still no 

symptoms. 

▪ If not tested OR if result on day 

5 is positive, isolate for a 

minimum of 10 days from 

initial positive test.  

▪ If symptoms develop, see 

“Covid Symptoms” section 

above.  


